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Mike was in Houston last night to launch Mike for Black America, a
national movement to engage Black voters across the country on the issues they
care about and to share Mike’s vision for addressing systemic bias and
promoting economic justice for Black America. 

“I've spent a lot of time speaking with Black leaders and community
members," Mike told the crowd. "I've listened to their stories. I've heard their
pain, their confusion, their anger -- and I've learned from them, and I've grown
from them.” 

“I’m taking the fight to Donald Trump all over America," he continued,
"including right here in Texas because I believe this is the year we can turn
Texas blue.”

“And turning Texas blue starts with uniting Black, Brown, and White
voters across the state.” Read the full remarks here and join Mike for Black
America here.

Mike spoke about the Greenwood Initiative, his plan will invest $70 billion
in Black neighborhoods, create 100,000 new Black-owned businesses, and
create one million new Black homeowners.

Watch and read Mike's speech in Tulsa, where he introduced the
Greenwood Initiative on January 19.
 

The event was held at the historic Buffalo Soldiers National Museum with
a dozen Black mayors from across the country who have endorsed Mike for
president, including Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, who announced his
support for Mike earlier in the day.

You will get chills: Watch Gospel singer Yolanda Adams kick off the event
with “America the Beautiful.”
 

 

Poll: We're Number 1 in the Sunshine State! 

New Frontrunner: Mike Bloomberg Edges Out Joe Biden in New Florida
Survey (Florida Politics)

Bloomberg is now in the lead among Florida Democrats, with 27.3%
support.

He's followed by Biden (25.9%), Buttigieg (10.5%), Sanders (10.4%),
Klobuchar (8.6%), Warren (4.8%) and Steyer (1.3%).

St. Pete Polls surveyed 3,047 likely Florida Democratic primary voters
from Feb. 12 to 13.

Join Us Saturday: Bloomberg Opening Sarasota Campaign Office
(Herald-Tribune)
 

 

Mayors for Mike Coalition Grows to 100.
 
Nationwide “Mayors for Mike” Coalition Expands to More Than 100
Mayors 

Since launching his campaign, Mike has been endorsed by more than 100
mayors from across the country.

"Mayors for Mike" is broadest and most diverse coalition of endorsing
mayors this cycle, and represents small towns, cities, and post-industrial
communities across the country with challenges that require thoughtful and
steady leadership.

This groundswell of support from mayors demonstrates that Mike is
the only candidate who can build the coalition necessary to beat Donald Trump
in November.

Read the full list of 100, which now includes Kinston, North Carolina,
Mayor Don Hardy, who had previously supported Joe Biden. 

Current and former mayors mentioned above who joined Mike in
Houston on Thursday include:

Mayor Steve Benjamin of Columbia, South Carolina
Mayor Percy Bland of Meridian, Mississippi
Mayor Muriel Bowser of Washington, District of Columbia
Mayor Aja Brown of Compton, California
Mayor Byron Nolen of Inkster, Michigan
Mayor Adrian Perkins of Shreveport, Louisiana
Mayor Sylvester Turner of Houston, Texas
Mayor Victoria Woodards of Tacoma, Washington
Former Mayor William Bell of Birmingham, Alabama
Former Mayor Doug Palmer of Trenton, New Jersey
Former Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake of Baltimore, Maryland
Former Mayor Karen Weaver of Flint, Michigan 

 

Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles Endorses Mike.

As Mike spoke to crowds Thursday in three cities across North Carolina,
Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles endorsed him for president. 

"Mike will deliver real results on economic growth, climate change, and
improving disadvantaged neighborhoods," said Mayor Lyles.

Former North Carolina Governor Bev Perdue (who endorsed
Bloomberg Thursday) introduced Mike at an event Thursday in Raleigh
(above).

“Trump's not gonna bully me and I won’t let him bully you, either," he
told the 700-strong crowd.
 

More than 500 came out to hear Mike in Greensboro (above) on the first
day of early voting in North Carolina.

 

CNN: Why "Carnival Barking Clown" Was

Trending. 

"Mike is everything Donald Trump aspires to be and isn't. Mike stands
on a stack of achievements that makes him 10 feet taller than Trump," Senior
Advisor Tim O’Brien told Anderson Cooper in a CNN interview Thursday night.
More:

"Mike knows Donald Trump is deeply insecure. Trump uses Twitter to
work these things out. It's almost like therapy for him — and it's a sideshow for
us."
 

"We've discovered that we can just bounce him around like a beach
ball day to day and it keeps him distracted." 

"We'll stay focused on the stuff voters care about — healthcare,
education, jobs — and keeping Trump off-balance." Watch the full interview. 

Plus: Behind the 'Carnival Barking Clown': Bloomberg and Trump's
Twitter War (New York Times)
 

 

Op-Ed of the Day: Peggy Noonan.

 
Mike Bloomberg Could Pull It Off (Wall Street Journal - Peggy Noonan)

Take Mike Bloomberg seriously.
 
His social media is witty, weird, dryly subversive. That would mean
little except for what it implies, that the people hired to do it are allowed to be
creative and daring. The campaign is not playing tight but loose, which you do
only when you’re confident.

His strengths: resources, relationships and a real biography. For 12
years he was mayor of New York. He governed the ungovernable city that is a
microcosm of the world. 

He is what Mr. Trump claimed to be and probably wishes he were.
And he isn’t afraid of the president. Whatever he says, Mr. Trump, who respects
money more than anything, would be afraid of him.

Read the full Op-Ed here.

 

Share the Daily Read!

Please forward my email to anyone you think should read it. Anyone can sign
up here. 

 

What I'm Reading.

Coronavirus Update: 1,700 Health Workers Infected, Tokyo Olympics
Still On Track (NBC News)

Trump Campaign Gearing Up: Flush with Cash and Confident After
Impeachment, Trump Revs Up the Roadshow (Los Angeles Times)

Not 'Great': U.S. Farm Bankruptcies Reach 8 Year High, Grow 20% in
2019 (Forbes)

Former U.S. Attorney: If Trump is Allowed to Turn the Justice
Department Into a Political Weapon, No One is Safe (Time Magazine - Joyce
Vance)

Remembering Parkland: Families of 17 Victims Mark Two Years Since
Mass Shooting (WSVN-TV Miami)

Why Mike Will Win: Bloomberg is the Best Candidate to Defeat Donald
Trump (The Hill - Michael Nutter)

Newspaper Endorsement of the Day: In the Colorado Democratic
Primary for President, We Choose Common Sense (Durango Herald -
Editorial Board)

Climate of Hope: Delta Air Lines CEO Announces the Airline Will Go
'Fully Carbon Neutral' Next Month (CNBC)

 

Birthday of the Day: Mike Bloomberg.

Here's a Q&A with Mike that Politico Playbook featured today. Excerpts:

How’s the Trump presidency going?

“Well, if you like corruption, disinformation, illegality, recklessness,
divisiveness and dysfunction ... it’s going great.”

What’s a trend going on in the U.S. or abroad that doesn’t get
enough attention?

“I’ve always been passionate about public health, and I think the
maternal health crisis in our country is a tragedy that we should not tolerate.
Black women are nearly four times more likely than white women to die during
childbirth -- and a big reason is that black women are far less likely to have
access to affordable, quality care. It’s unacceptable that this is happening in
America today.”

What’s a fun fact that people in Washington might not know about
you?

“I’m left-handed, which puts me in the same company as Leonardo da
Vinci, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Barack Obama and Oprah.”
 

 

Best of Late Night.

"I saw that the chairman of the Iowa Democratic party resigned last night. He
actually submitted his resignation letter in November. We're just getting the
results now."
-- Jimmy Fallon

On Trump's morning tweets yesterday and Mike's response saying that people
in New York call the president a "carnival barking clown":

“In response, Bloomberg tweeted at Trump and said, ‘Behind your back people
are laughing at you.’ Trump called it fake news and spent the next hour trying to
look behind his own back.”
-- Jimmy Fallon

On Valentine's Day:

"You can tell romance is in the air here in New York City. Earlier today I saw a
hot dog vendor cutting his health code violations into little hearts. It was really
sweet."
-- Jimmy Fallon

"Just a word of advice to any tourists in the audience, if you see a man on Sixth
Avenue wearing a diaper and shooting arrows, that's not Cupid."
-- Jimmy Fallon

"It's Valentine's Day. And President Trump says he's going to have a quiet,
intimate dinner with the love of his life: Donald Trump."
-- Conan O'Brien

Follow me on Twitter for more updates. And get the latest updates from Mike on Twitter,

Instagram and at mikebloomberg.com.

If you prefer not to receive this newsletter, you can opt out here.
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